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Amendments to the ClainLs; 

The following Listi.n;g of Claims will replace ail prior versions, aiui listings, of claims in 
the application; 

List ing of Claims 

1 . (Previously presented) A thennoplastic hook strand produced by a process contprising 
the steps of 

(a) extruding a thennoplastic resin in a maehine direction through a die plate having a 
continuous base portion cavity and one or more ridge cavities extend ling Irom at least one face 
of the base portion cavity, 

(b) fonning a film fiom the extruded thermoplastic resin, said film having a base film portion 
with at least one or more hook profiled ridges:, 

(c) cutting the film on at least one face through the one or more ridges to fonn a ph.irality of 
cut ridge portions, 

(d) orienting the cut film protions at least in the direction of the ridges thereby separating the 
cut ridge portion into discrete upstaudiag members. 

(e) splitting the film along the direction of the one or more ridges so as to form at least one 
strand having discrete upstanding members along the length of the straiid having a tliermoplastic 
base layer with fit least a tkst I%ce and a second face with integral hook elements formed from 
thermoplastic resin of the base layer on at least one face in at least one row, the hook elements 

having hook engaging arms extending at an angle of from 1 to 90 degrees from the loiigitudinal 
direction of the strand wherein t.he base layer is an oriented ihennoplasiic resin. 

2. (Previously presented) .A book straiid of clairn 1 wherein the ridges are in the shape of 
hook elements having hook engaging arms extend at an angle of from 30to 9Q degrees from the 
longitudihal direction of the strand. 

3 . (Previously presented) A hook stiand of claim 2 wherein the thermoplastic resin is an 
inelastic resin. 
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4. (Previously presented) A hook strand of claim 3 wherein the in the tbnn of multi ple 
layer thermoplastic resin flow stream. 

5. (Previously presented) A hook strand of claim 1 wherein the ridges are in the shape of 
hook elements having hook engaging arm which extend at an angle of fi-om 1" to W-" from the 
longitudinal direction of tlie ridges, 

6. (Previously presented) A hook strand of claim 2 wherein the ridges extend from two 
or more faces of the strand. 

7. (Previously presented) A ]-!ooic strmid of claim 6 wherein ridges are provided that 
form hook engaging arms extend from three or more taces of the base lay er, 

8. (Previously presented) A hook strand of claim 1 wherein the hook engaging artns 
extend from a face of the strand in a single row. 

9. (Original) A hook .strand of claim 1 wherein the hook elements are .substantially 
rectilinear, 

10. (Original) A hook strand of claim 9 wherein the hook elements have two opposing 
flat ikies, 

1 1 . (Original) A hook sti-and of claim 8 wherein tliere are iTom 10 to 50 hook elements 
per centimeter. 

12. (Original) A hook strajid of claim 8 wherein there are from 20 to 40 hook elernents 
per centimeter. 
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13. (Originai) A hook stiand ofclaim 1 wherein there are at least 5 hook elements per 
centimeter, 

1 4 . ( Of igma!) A hook strand of claim 1 wherein there ai« at least 1 0 hook elements per 

centimeter. 

15. (Original) A hook strand of claim 1 wherein the base layer is mi oriented 
thermoplastic resin. 

16. (Originai) A hook strand of claim 15 wherein i!ie base layer is essentiaily flat. 

17. (Drigiiiai) A hook strand of claim 1 wherein the base kry er is nonplanar. 

18. (Original) A hook strand of claim 1 wherein the base layer has a thickness of itom 
2.5 to 150 pm. 

19. (Original) A hook siraiid of claim 1 wherein the ba.se layer has a thickness of ftom 
25 to 100 \xm. 

20. - • 52. (Cancelled) 



